
 
 
 
 
 
Report of: Interim Chief Executive                                                                             
 
To: Executive Board     
 
Date: 22 January 2007 Item No:     
 
Invitation to make proposals for future unitary structures. 
 
 
 
Summary and Recommendations 
 
Purpose of report:  To determine whether the Authority should submit a 
proposal for unitary Councils in Oxfordshire. 
        
Key decision:  Yes  
 
Portfolio Holder: Councillor John Goddard 
 
Scrutiny Responsibility:  Finance 
 
Ward(s) affected: All 
 
Report Approved by:  
 
Councillor John Goddard  
Finance - Mark Luntley 
Legal - Jeremy Thomas  
 
Policy Framework:  
None 
 
Recommendation(s):  
 
That a decision as to whether to submit a proposal be made in the context of 
an assessment of its compliance with the criteria expressed by Government. 
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x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

x
Date of meeting

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)


x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.
In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.
The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area


x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.


x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.


x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.



1. The Government issued an invitation in October 2006 for Councils to make 
proposals for future unitary structures.  The Board, on the 20 November 
2006, authorised preparatory work to determine whether any proposal for 
Oxfordshire would meet the Government’s financial criteria. 

2. The preparation of the proposal and the assessment of its financial viability 
is not complete. The proposal and its financial assessment will be 
completed by the 18 January 2007 and will be circulated to all Members, 
and be available for public inspection, on that date. 

 
3. Proposals must be submitted to Government on or by 25 January 2007.  In 

order to be acceptable any bid for unitary status will need to: 
 

• be in accord with a clear set of principles, through which future success 
can be judged; 

• sit within a clear strategic framework for the sub region; 
• provide strong, effective and accountable local leadership; 
• have clear objectives; 
• have a clear management focus; 
• deliver opportunities for empowerment at neighbourhood level; 
• deliver long-term value for money and cover its set-up costs. 
 
 

Recommendation:  
 
That a decision as to whether to submit a proposal be made in the context of 
an assessment of its compliance with the criteria expressed by Government. 

 

Name and contact details of author:  
 
Brian Dinsdale 
Interim Chief Executive 
01865 252400 
bdinsdale@oxford.gov.uk 
 
Background papers: 
None 
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